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The Deep Valley Book Festival (DVBF) is organized by an all-volunteer committee of writers, publishers, and 
book lovers. The festival gets its name from the setting of the beloved Betsy-Tacy children’s books written by 
Mankato-born author Maud Hart Lovelace. 

The DVBF encourages young people to express themselves through writing and art. An authentic audience is so 
powerful for students. The DVBF Young Writer and Artist Competition (YWAC) is an easy and inspiring way 
to give kids an authentic audience. The more a child writes or draws, the more confidence they will have in their 
abilities. Not only are they writing or drawing for a real panel of professional judges, but there are awards to strive 
for!

The Rules of Entry for the 2024 YWAC were: Young writers (ages 7-18): Write a story in 1500 words or less using 
the theme “Tradition.” Young artists (ages 7-18): Create an original illustration of a scene from a favorite book 
and provide a quote from the book that describes your illustration.  

Young Writer Judge: 
Rachael Hanel

Author and professor of Creative Writing 

Young Artist Judge:
Ann Rosenquist Fee

Executive Director, Arts Center of Saint Peter
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Young Writers awards

Age 13-14
1st: Theo Haldorson

Pg. 18 - The Immortal Gift
2nd: Elliana Neurer

Pg. 26 - Maribeth (excerpt)

Age 11-12
1st: Ansh Mohapatra

Pg. 14 - Tales of Traditions

Age 15-18
1st:  Emerson Marsolek

Pg. 28 - Tradition, the Word Without Meaning
2nd: Autumn Pipes

Pg. 30 – A Simple Chat

Age 7-8
1st: Eloise Moore

Pg. 4 - Cookie Baking     

Age 9-10
1st: Coralei Volden

Pg. 5 - Sandcastle Billionaires
2nd: Payton Wendt

Pg. 6 - Doggy Life: A Tale of Christmas Past
3rd (tie): Lydia Buda

Pg. 8 - Cynthia
3rd (tie): Nityan Sharma

Pg. 12 -- The Silver Teacups
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Ansh Mohapatra
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By Emerson Marsolek
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Young Artist awards

Age 13-14
1st: Clara Loeffelmacher

Pg. 40 - Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
2nd: Evalynn Tucker

Pg. 41 - Heaven Official’s Blessing
3rd: Xander Meerbeek

Pg. 42 - I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic

Age 15-18
1st: Jadynn Meerbeek

Pg. 43 – Dune

Age 7-8
1st: Zhiyu Cai

Pg. 34 - Summer of the Sea Serpent

Age 9-10
1st: Madeline Mehltretter

Pg. 35 – Betsy Tacy
2nd: Bearet Meerbeek

Pg. 36 - Hoot
3rd: Hazel Timmons

Pg. 37 - Wings of Fire: The Poison Jungle           

Age 11-12                                                       
1st: Synnove Volden                                           

Pg. 38 - Tuck Everlasting                                     
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Synnove Volden
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Deep Valley Young Artist favorite book 
and quote to describe their illustration

Zhiyu Cai – age 7 – pg 33                                                                                        
Book Title: Summer of the Sea Serpent by Mary Pope Osborne
Quote: A monstrous head rose above the surface of the water.

Madeline Mehltretter – age 9 – pg 34                                                            
Book title: Betsy Tacy by Maud Hart Lovelace
Quote: Then they would walk up the hill to the bench where Tacy had 
stood the first night she came...While they ate they watched the sun 
setting behidn Tacy’s house. Sometimes the west showed clouds like 
pink feathers; sometimes it showed purple mountins and green lakes; 
sometimes the clouds were scarlet with gold around the edges.

Bearet Meerbeek – age 10 – pg 35                                                                   
Book title: Hoot by Carl Hiaasen                                                                       
Quote: A few of the school kids started chanting in support of Roy and 
Beatrice’s soccer teammates began waving their hand-lettered signs. 

Hazel Timmons – age 10 – pg 36                                                                        
Book title: Wings of Fire: The Poison Jungle by Tui T. Sutherland 
Quote: And yet her scales prickled with anticipation as Hazel carefully 
unfolded the secret note: ‘It’s a map.’

Synnove Volden – age 11 – pg 37                                                                      
Book title: Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt                                            
Quote: Pa carved a “T” on the trunk, to mark where we’d been. 

Marielle Brinkley – age 12 – pg 38                                                                     
Book title: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll
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Quote: ...when suddenly a white rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her. 
There was nothing so very remarkable in that; nor did     Alice think it so 
very much out of the way to hear Rabbit say to itself ‘Oh dear! Oh dear, I 
shall be late!”

Clara J. Loffelmacher – age 13 – pg 39 – Book title: Harry Potter and the 
Order of the Phoenix by J.K. Rowling
Quote: They had finally started to work on patronuses, which ev-
erybody had been very keen to practice...

Evalynn Tucker – age 14 - pg 40 – Book title: Heaven Official’s Blessing 
by Mo Xiang Tong Xui 
Quote: He believed, this man would die for him again and again and 
would be reborn for him over and over; even if he fell into the depths of 
hell, he would break trough the abyss. Last time, they spent 800 years 
running to each other. This time, it only took an isntant to fall into each 
other’s arms.

Xander Meerbeek – age 13 – pg 41 – Book title: I Survived the Sinking of 
the Titanic, 1912 by Lauren Tarshis
 Quote: The Titanic was sinking.

Jadynn Meerbeek – age 16 – pg 42 - Book title: Dune by Frank Herbert 
Quote: Fear is the mind-killer. Fear is the little death that brings total 
obliteration. I will face my fear. I will permit it to pass over me and 
through me. And when it has gone past me I will turn to see fear’s path. 
Where the fear has gone there will be nothing. Only I remain. 
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Thank you to all of our entrants! 
Watch for news regarding the next YWAC Competition beginning in January 2025. 

Find updates on our Facebook page (Deep Valley Book Festival) or website  

www.deepvalleybookfestival.com

The 10th Edition of the Deep Valley Book Festival 
will be held Saturday, October 4, 2025.

Brought to you by:

Sponsored by: 

This activity is made possible by the voters of  
Minnesota through a grant from the Prairie Lakes  
Regional Arts Council, thanks to a legislative  
appropriation from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.




